
 

The St ate of Texas 
 

 
El ecti ons Di visi on Phone: 512-463-5650 

P. O. Box 12060 Fax: 512-475-2811 

Austi n, Texas 78711-2060                                                                                                                     Dial 7-1-1 For Rel ay Servi ces 

www. sos.state.t x. us  (800) 252- VOTE (8683) 

Rut h R. Hughs 

Secretary of St ate 
 

 

Febr uary 3, 2021 

 

The Honorabl e Ri cardo Sa mani ego 

El Paso Count y Judge 

500 E. San Ant oni o, Room 301 

El Paso, Texas 79901 

 

Dear Judge Sa mani ego: 

 

The Secretary of St ate has recei ved El Paso Count y’s request t o desi gnate its partici pati on i n t he 

count ywi de polli ng pl ace progra m as “successful ” under Secti on 43. 007(k) of t he Texas El ecti on 

Code.  

 

Based on our revi ew of El Paso Count y’s reports, we hereby certify t hat El Paso Count y conduct ed 

a successful count ywi de polli ng pl ace progra m i n the Nove mber 2020 general electi on.  As a result, 

El Paso Count y is aut horized t o conti nue t o hol d its electi ons usi ng countywi de polli ng pl aces.  

Ho wever, please note t his approval is subj ect t o our office’s recei pt of your letter wherei n t he 

count y addresses how it plans t o account for possi bl e popul ati on growth and an i ncrease i n 

registered vot ers wit hi n the count y as it pertai ns t o the number of polli ng pl aces availabl e for fut ure 

el ecti ons.  

 

The Secretary of St ate reserves t he ri ght t o wit hdra w a count y’s “successful ” stat us via written 

notificati on t o t he electi ons admi nistrat or and count y j udge, if the circumstances establish that t he 

count y’s progra m does not compl y wit h Secti on 43. 007 of t he Texas El ection Code.  Bel ow pl ease 

find additi onal i nfor mation regardi ng t he count y’s conti nued partici pati on in t his progra m.    

 

Polli ng Pl aces 

 

Pursuant t o Secti on 43. 007( m) of t he Texas El ecti on Code, counties partici pati ng i n t he 

count ywi de polli ng pl ace progra m must have at least one count ywi de polli ng pl ace i n each 

commi ssi oners court preci nct.  Additi onall y, the nu mber of count ywi de polli ng pl aces wit hi n a 

commi ssi oners court preci nct may not exceed more than t wi ce t he number of count ywi de polli ng 

pl aces l ocat ed i n any ot her commi ssi oners court preci nct. 

 

Duri ng t he first year i n whi ch a count y partici pat es in t he progra m, the total nu mber of count ywi de 

polli ng pl aces may not be less t han 65 % of t he number of preci nct polling pl aces t hat woul d 

ot her wi se be locat ed i n the count y for t hat electi on.  After t his, that number drops to no less t han 

50 % of t he number of preci nct polli ng pl aces t hat woul d ot her wi se be locat ed i n t he count y for 

that election.   
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Appoi nt ment of Judges and Cl erks for Count ywi de Polli ng Locati ons 

 

Secti on 32. 002 of t he Code provi des a procedure for t he selecti on of presi ding and alternat e j udges 

for a count ywi de polli ng pl ace. Specificall y, the count y chairs shall sub mit a list of na mes of 

persons eli gi bl e for appoi nt ment as electi on j udges t o t he count y commi ssi oners court. The 

commi ssi oners court must apporti on t he number of judges for count ywi de polli ng pl aces i n direct 

pr oporti on t o t he percentage of election preci ncts locat ed i n each count y co mmi ssi oners preci nct 

won by each part y i n t he last gubernat orial electi on.  

 

Presi di ng and alternat e j udges for count ywi de polling pl aces are not required to be qualified vot ers 

of any particul ar electi on preci nct, but they must be qualified vot ers of t he count y.  Additi onall y, 

a presi di ng or alternat e j udge for a count ywi de polling pl ace does not have to resi de in t he el ecti on 

preci nct where the countywi de polli ng pl ace is locat ed, and more t han one presi di ng or alternat e 

judge from t he sa me el ection preci nct may be select ed t o serve on electi on day.  

 

Surveys 

 

The policy of our office is to per mit non-disruptive exit polli ng wit hi n the 100-foot boundari es 

surroundi ng each earl y voti ng and el ecti on day polling pl ace.  We not e t hat the earl y voti ng cl erk 

or presi di ng j udge at each polli ng pl ace, as appropriate, must det er mi ne t hat such exit polli ng does 

not constit ute eit her (1) “loiteri ng” i n vi ol ation of Secti on 61. 003(a) of t he Code or (2) a disrupti on 

of order or a contri buti on to a breach of t he peace at t he earl y voti ng or election day polli ng pl ace 

in vi ol ation of Secti on 32. 075(a) of t he Code, as applicable t o earl y voti ng under Secti on 81. 002 

of t he Code.  

 

Pl ease not e, counties may not distri bute written surveys to vot ers regardi ng the count y’s use of t he 

count ywi de polli ng pl ace progra m i nsi de the polli ng pl ace or wit hi n the 100-foot boundar y 

surroundi ng each earl y voti ng and el ecti on day polling pl ace.  Furt her, election wor kers shoul d not 

verball y solicit feedback from vot ers while at the polli ng pl ace or wit hi n the 100-foot boundar y 

regardi ng t he count y’s use of t he progra m.   

  

Post- El ecti on Report 

 

The deadli ne for t he elections admi nistrat or t o sub mit a post-electi on report on t he May 1, 2021 

unifor m el ecti on is Monday, May 31, 2021. We ask t hat your report cont ai n stat e ment s and 

opi ni ons of i nterested parties, incl udi ng persons who vot ed i n t he election, represent atives of 

mi nority groups, and organi zati ons that advocate for persons wit h disabilities.  Based on past 

el ecti ons, we woul d suggest t hat you stay i n t ouch wit h these groups thr oughout t he el ecti on 

pr ocess.  While t he county has t he fi nal wor d on polli ng pl ace pl ace ment and t he admi ni strati on 

of t he electi on, it is i mportant t hat your l ocal gr oups re mai n committed and i nvol ved i n t he 

count ywi de preci nct electi on.  If these groups have been i nvol ved i n the proj ect t hrough t he 

el ecti on peri od, it shoul d be easier t o gat her t heir co mment s, compl ai nts, and suggesti ons for your 

post-electi on report.  

 

In additi on t o t hese state ments, we woul d also request t hat your post-electi on report cont ai n 

comparisons of voti ng patterns and t urnout for the count y bet ween t he Ma y 1, 2021 unifor m 

el ecti on dat e and t he t wo previ ous May unifor m elections hel d in 2019 and 2017.  An exa mpl e of 

a voti ng pattern woul d be persons voti ng at the polling pl ace near t heir place of e mpl oyment versus 

voti ng at the preci nct nearest the voter’s resi dence.  Anot her exa mpl e woul d be compari ng earl y 
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voti ng t o electi on day t urnout t o revi ew whet her the count ywi de preci ncts had any effect on t he 

rati o bet ween t he t wo voting peri ods.  

 

To mai nt ai n its count ywide polli ng pl ace program,  El Paso Count y must show it can provi de a 

sufficient number of voting syste ms and e-poll books t hat wor k efficientl y, securel y and i n a ti mel y 

manner.  Thus, our office will conti nue t o carefully revi ew and consi der all infor mati on recei ved 

regardi ng El Paso County’s use of voti ng syst e ms and e-poll book equi pment as it pertai ns t o t he 

count y’s conti nued successful desi gnati on.  

 

We appreci ate t he role El Paso Count y has played i n devel opi ng met hods and procedures for 

conducti ng electi ons usi ng count ywi de preci ncts.  If you need any assistance or i nfor mati on, pl ease 

feel free t o cont act t he Electi ons Di visi on t oll-free at 1-800- 252-2216.  

 

Si ncerel y, 

 

 
Keit h Ingra m 

Di rect or of El ecti ons 

 

 

KI: HM 

 

 

CC:  Li sa Wi se 

 El Paso Count y El ecti ons Ad mi nistrat or 

 500 E. San Ant oni o, Suite 314 

 El Paso, Texas 79901 

 

 


